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IS IT A HMO? 
THE SELF-CONTAINED FLAT TEST (S254(3)) 

(Determines flats in multiple occupation) 
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Is there a self-contained flat 
in the building? 

Is the flat occupied by a single household? (S258) Single 
household = same family (married couples, those living 
together as husband and wife, including same sex or one 
is a parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, brother, sister, 
uncle, aunt, nephew or niece of the other(s) including half 
blood and step child). 

Do the residents use the flat as 
their only or main residence 
(including full time students and 
refuges for those fleeing violence or 
mental abuse) S259 

Is there any other use 
of the flat? (See S260 
or consider S255 
HMO declaration) 

Is a rent payable or other consideration? 

Do 2 or more households share one or more basic 
amenities/or is the accommodation lacking in one 
or more basic amenities? Basic amenities = toilet, 
personal washing facilities or cooking facilities.
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Try charts 
1 or 2 


