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What is a ‘Decent Home’? Simply speaking it is a home that is safe, warm, in good condition and has reasonably modern facilities. 
In order to be a decent home, a property must:

1. Meet the current statutory minimum standard for housing

2. Be in a reasonable state of repair

3. Have reasonably modern facilities and services

4. Provide a reasonable degree of thermal comfort
So to ensure your property is ‘Decent’ you must make sure that:

· The property is free from serious hazards (as defined by the Housing Health & Safety Rating System in the Housing Act 2004 - see separate fact sheet)

· All the ‘Key building components’ Walls, Roof, windows, External doors, chimneys, boilers, gas fires, storage heaters, and electrical systems) are in good condition

· No more than one of the ‘Other building components’ (floors, kitchen units, baths and toilets, ceilings, radiators, internal walls, stairways, damp proofing, plumbing, rainwater goods and services) need replacing or repair

· The property has a  programmable gas or oil central heating system with 50mm loft insulation or night storage heaters with 200 mm loft insulation and cavity wall insulation (if applicable) 

· The property has at least three of the following: 

· a reasonably modern kitchen (20 years old or less)

· a kitchen with adequate space and layout

· a reasonably modern bathroom (30 years old or less)

· an appropriately located bathroom and WC - access cannot be through bedrooms (unless en suite) and external WCs are not acceptable

· adequate insulation against external noise (where external noise is a problem)

· adequate size and layout of common areas for blocks of flats.


This fact sheet is intended only as a guide to what a Decent Home is.

If you want more information about Decent Homes then you can go to www.decenthomesstandard.co.uk for more information.
If you have any concerns about your property and want to check that it does meet the Decent Homes standard you can call the Private Rented Housing Team on (01934) 634931 for further advice.
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